Name ________________________________

Date_________________________________

Chapter 6.2 The Enlightenment in Europe
Main Idea: A revolution in intellectual activity changed Europeans’ view of government and society  
Essential Question: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Setting the Stage


The ________________________________ prompted scholars and philosophers to begin thinking about government, religion, economics, and education. 


The Enlightenment, also known as ___________________________________ reached its height in the mid 1700’s and brought great changes to the Western World. 





Two Views on Government


Both _______________________ and ______________________________ were English Philosophers who experienced the political turmoil of Britain early in the 1600’s. They differed on their views of government and human nature. 


Hobbes expressed his views in his book _____________________________. The English Civil War showed him that humans were naturally selfish and wicked.  He described life as “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” 


Hobbes argues that to maintain law and order, the people should give up their rights to a strong ruler. His idea of the ____________________________ is that people acted in their own interest and it would be to their interest to have a ruler that would keep the masses under control. 


The best form of government would be an _______________________________, which could impose order and demand obedience. 


John Locke had a much different view. He believed that humans were naturally good and favors the idea of _________________________________.


Locke believed that people are born free and equal and have the right to _______________, _______________ and ____________________. 


It is governments’ duty to protect these rights. If the government fails to do this the people have the right to overthrow the government. His ideas influenced the revolutions in the Americas and Europe.





The Philosophers Advocate Reason


France became the center for the Enlightenment in the mid-1700’s. The French ________________ believed that people could apply reason to all aspects of life. 


The five concepts that formed the core of their beliefs are ___________________, _____________, __________________, ______________________, and _________________________________.


Francois Marie Arouet whose pen name was _____________________________ was the most brilliant and influential philosophe. 


He used satire and his sharp tongue to poke fun at his opponents. He made enemies at the French court and was imprisoned and ultimately kicked out of France. 


Voltaire fought for tolerance, reason, freedom of religious belief, and freedom of speech. 


He believed that humanities worst enemies were ______________________, _______________________, and ___________________________. 


___________________________________ devoted himself to the study of political liberty. He believed that the British system or constitutional monarchy was the best form of government.  


In his book, On the Spirit of Laws, he proposed that a separation of powers would keep any one individual or group from gaining total control of government. 


His ideas became the basis of the US Constitution. 


________________________________________ was committed to individual freedom. He disagreed with many of the philosophers views that reason, science and art would improve life for all people. Instead Rousseau believed that civilization corrupted people’s natural goodness. 
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Rousseau believed that the best form of government was a direct democracy where the people agreed to give up some of their freedoms in favor of the common good. 


In his book ________________________________, Rousseau view differed from that of Hobbes. Rousseau believed that the social contract was an agreement among free individuals to create society and government. 


Rousseau believed that all people were equal and titles of nobility should be abolished. His ideas of equality especially influenced the French Revolution.     


___________________________________ focused his thoughts on the justice system. He believed that laws existed to preserve social order, not to avenge crimes. 


He was against torturing witnesses and other cruel and unusual punishments. He believed the punishment should fit the crime. He believed the death penalty or capital punishment should be abolished. 


He believed in utilitarianism, the greatest good for the greatest number of people. 





Women and the Enlightenment


The Philosophers challenged many assumptions about government, but maintained the traditional role towards women. The belief that women should remain wives and mothers and education should be limited to “Women’s” subjects. 


Some male philosophers argued for more education for women and for women’s equality in marriage. 


Women writers used the arguments of the male philosophers to justify their rights as equals in relationships between men and women in marriage. 


__________________________________ argued that women, as well as men, need educated to become virtuous and useful. She also urged women to enter the male-dominated fields of medicine and politics. 


Women also supported the spread of enlightenment ideas by hosting social gatherings called salons, in which philosophers and members of the community could discuss and debate ideas. 





Legacy of the Enlightenment


Philosophers challenged long held beliefs about the divine right of ______________________, the union of church and state, and the existence of unequal social classes. 


They lived in a world of ideas and although their ideas were revolutionary, they were not usually active revolutionaries themselves. 


The Philosophers belief in progress is one of the major long term effects. The discoveries made during the scientific revolution gave people the confidence need to keep pushing forward and making progress and other areas of society. 


The second outcome was a more ____________________ outlook. People began to question openly their religious beliefs and the teachings of the church. 


Prior to the scientific revolution, people accepted the mysteries of the universe as the workings of God. Scientists began to discover that these mysteries could be explained through mathematics. 


Some philosophers wanted to rid religious faith of superstition and fear and promote tolerance of all religions. 


The third outcome is the rise of _____________, the belief that the individual was most important. People began to look within themselves, rather than the church or government for guidance. 


The philosophers encouraged people to use their own ability to reason in order to judge what was right or wrong. They believed that government was formed by individuals to promote their own welfare. 


The economic idea of capitalism was rooted in this thinking. Individuals acting in their own self - interest created economic progress.  





 











Summary, answer essential question ________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








