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Prologue, Section 4: The Enlightenment and Democratic Revolutions, Pages 24-27
Essential Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________



1. What ideas emphasized during the Renaissance influenced European thinking in the Enlightenment?





2. Enlightenment thinkers tried to apply reason and logic and methods of science to all aspects of society. How is this different than using superstition and magic to explain the world?





3. How did the Ancient Greeks and Christians influence Enlightenment thinkers?











4. How did the Scientific Revolution influence Enlightenment thinkers?











5. What is Thomas Hobbes’ view of people in his book Leviathan?








6. According to Hobbes, what form o government is needed to control man’s selfish ambitions?





7. Hobbes supports the idea of a Social Contract between the government and the people. What is the purpose of the social contract?





8. In John Locke’s book Two Treatises of Government he claims that the English people were justified in overthrowing James II. Why were they justified?  





9. What are the three natural rights supported by Locke?





10. Locke claims that people have the right to rebel against the government, if government fails to protect their rights. Do you agree with this? Why or why not?





11. What was Locke’s argument against the divine right of kings?








12. Voltaire argued for tolerance, freedom of religion, and free speech. Of these three which do believe is the most important and why?





13. How does Rousseau’s idea of the social contract differ from that of Hobbes?  








14. According to Rousseau, where did the only legitimate or authentic form of government come from?








15. Baron de Montesquieu argued that liberty is a natural right. What are other rights you consider to be natural rights?








16. Montesquieu also argued for a separation of powers. What are the three branches of government and their duties, proposed by Montesquieu?








17. The war between Britain and France in America is known as the French and Indian War. What was the conflict between the two countries in Europe called? 





18. Why did the British begin to tax their American colonies after the French and Indian War?








19.  Why did the colonists feel these taxes violated their rights as English citizens?





20. What other issue angered some of the colonists?








21. How did Locke’s ideas influence the American Revolution?








22. Why did the new Americans want a weak central government?








23. What was the main problem with the government established under the Articles of Confederation?











24. What was the basic question faced by the framers of the US Constitution?











25. What are the three ways the framers were able to balance power and responsibility?
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