Property as a Natural Right DBQ
Staple this paper to the back of your essay
List the principles of the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights (1689), the American Declaration of Independence (1776), the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789), and the U.S. Bill of Rights (1791).

• Provide examples of the principles in the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights (1689), the American Declaration of Independence (1776), the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen (1789), and the U.S. Bill of Rights (1791) that are related to rights, ownership and decisions about resources and natural systems

Background: 

The ideas of Natural Rights date back to the Ancient Romans and were set forth in the Justinian Code. One of these natural rights is the right to property or the ability for one to own and control the land and resources. Challenges arose between citizens and their governments as to whom would have access to property and how property could be taken away. In order to protect themselves from tyrannical leaders men have created documents or charters to guarantee rights and freedoms. Over time these charters have been amended or adopted by new nations to protect the changing citizenry. 
Task: 
Answer all parts of the question in a 1-2 page essay. Use evidence from readings, lectures and primary sources to back up your essay. 
Question:
What does it mean to own property? Why does Locke consider property a natural right? How do the Magna Carta, English Bill of Rights, the American Declaration of Independence, the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen and the U.S. Bill of Rights address the issue of property rights? Which document best demonstrates how property is a natural right that should be protected by the government?
Document #1

The state of nature has a Law of Nature to govern it, which obliges everyone, and reason, which is that law, teaches all mankind who will but consult it, that being all equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life, health, liberty or possessions. 
- John Locke, The Second Treatise of Civil Government, 1690

How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #2

4. The guardian of the land of such an heir who is under age shall not take from the land of the heir more than reasonable issues and reasonable customs and reasonable services, and this without destruction and waste of men or things. And if we entrust the wardship of any such land to a sheriff or to any one else who is to answer to us for its issues, and if he causes destruction or waste of the wardship, we will exact compensation from him 

32. We will hold the lands of those convicted of felony only for a year and a day, and the lands shall then be given to the lords of the fees. 

33. All fish-weirs (Traps or nets) shall henceforth be entirely removed from the Thames and the Medway and throughout all England except along the sea-coasts.

Magna Carta, 1215
How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #3
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Wood Cutters, Bayeux Tapestry, 11th century
                King John hunting in the forest, tapestry 12th century
How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #4

All grants and promises of fines and forfeitures of particular persons before conviction are illegal and void. 

English Bill of Rights, 1689

How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #5

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighboring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies

American Declaration of Independence, 1776
How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #6

Since property is an inviolable and sacred right, no one shall be deprived thereof except where public necessity, legally determined, shall clearly demand it, and then only on condition that the owner shall have been previously and equitably indemnified. 

French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, 1789

How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #7

IV - Right of search and seizure regulated

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

V - Provisions concerning prosecution

nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation. 

U.S. Bill of Rights, 1791
How does this document deal with property rights? ______________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________

What does it mean to own property? _________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why does Locke consider property a natural right? ______________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Which document best demonstrates how property is a natural right that should be protected by the government and why?_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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