Unit 6 Reading Questions 

Rewrite and answer the following questions on your own paper as you read and take notes on Chapter 13, answer the Essential Question in your summary of each Section. 
Assignment #2, Chapter 13.1 Marching Towards War Pages 407- 410 

Essential Question: What are 4 major events that caused World War I and which do you think is the most significant factor? 

1. Describe the overall feeling of Europe about war between the 1850’s and 1900:

2. What is a positive and negative of nationalism?

3. What were the 6 great powers of Europe at the turn of the 20th century?

4. How did nationalism create rivalries through the competition over materials and markets?

5. How did nationalism create rivalries through territorial disputes?

6. How did imperialism create rivalries and mistrust?

7. Why would militarism build pride in ones country?

8. What do you think of when you hear the word “alliance”?

9. Who was the chancellor of Prussia that was able to unify all of Germany?

10. Why did the chancellor see France as the greatest threat to peace?

11. Which countries made up the Triple Alliance?

12. How did the Germany’s allies Russia and Austria view each other and why?

13. How did Germany’s foreign policy change in 1890?

14. What alliance was Bismarck’s greatest fear and why?

15. What are the two ways the impulsive Kaiser challenged Britain?

16. What was Britain’s response to the Kaiser’s challenge?

17. How was the Triple Entente different from other alliances?

18. Why were the Balkans considered a “powder keg” of Europe?

19. What new nations were created with the collapse of the Ottoman Empire?

20. How was nationalism a powerful force in these new nations?

21. Summarize the Armenian Massacre: (History in Depth on page 410)
22. What area did Austria annex in 1908?

23. Explain the reasons for the hostility between Austria-Hungary and Serbia.

24. Who was the heir to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian throne and what happened to him on June 28, 1914?

25. Who was the assassin and what was his nationality?

26. How did Kaiser Wilhelm II view the assassination and what was his offer?

27. Even though Serbia agreed to most of the ultimatum the Austrians still declared war. Do you think the war was inevitable? Why or why not?

28. What was Russia’s response to Austria’s declaration of war?
Assignment #7, Chapter 13.2 Europe Plunges into War Pages 411- 415

Essential Question: How was ware on the Western and Eastern Fronts different? How was it the same?

1. Which countries made up the Triple Entente?

2. Which countries made up the Triple Alliance?

3. Why did the majority of countries get pulled into war when Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia?

4. Why did Germany declare war on Russia and France?

5. Why did Great Britain declare war on Germany?

6. Why were Germany and Austria-Hungary known as the Central Powers?

7. Which countries made up the Allied Powers?

8. Why did Italy join the Allied Powers after originally being aligned with Germany and Austria-Hungary in the Triple Alliance?
9. Why were soldiers happily marching off to war?

10. What does Sir Edwards Grey quote on page 411 mean?

11. What was the name of the gridlocked region in northern France?

12. Describe the Schlieffen Plan:

13. Why did Germany believe this plan would work?

14. How far west did Germany advance early in the war?

15. Why is the Battle of the Marne considered one of the most important events of the war?

16. What would Germany have to do as a result of the Battle?

17. Describe Trench Warfare and life in the trenches:

18. What is “No mans land”?

19. How long did the Western Front stretch?

20. What are four of the new weapons used in World War I?
21. What did these new weapons do?

22. What was the result of the Battle of the Somme?

23. Where was the Eastern Front located?

24. How did Russia do early in the war?

25. Why was Russia constantly short of food and other supplies?

26. How did Germany keep Russia from gaining supplies?

27. What was Russia’s one asset?

28. Why was Russia’s involvement in the war so important to the other allies?

29. Where had the fighting spread making this a true World War?

Assignment #9, Chapter 13.3 A Global Conflict Pages 417-422


Essential Question: In what ways was World War I truly a global conflict?

1. What two countries joined with the Central Powers in early 1915?

2. What two countries joined with the Allies in 1915?

3. Where are the Dardanelles and why did the allies want to capture the region? 

4. What troops were involved in the Gallipoli campaign? 

5. What was the result of the Gallipoli campaign? 

6. How did European colonies such as India, South Africa, and Senegal aid in the war effort?

7. What did Indian leader Mohandas Gandhi hope India’s participation in the war would lead to? 

8. What events caused the Germans to use unrestricted submarine warfare?

9. How did the sinking of the Lusitania and the Zimmerman note push the US to enter the war? 

10. When did the US enter the war and which side did they join?

11. How did the policy of “Total War” affect the government and economies of the countries involved? 

12. How did the war affect employment rates?
13. Why was rationing used during wartime?

14. How was propaganda used during wartime? 

15. How did total war affect women? 

16. What were the conditions like in Russia in March 1917?

17. Why did Czar Nicholas abdicate (leave) his throne?

18. How many Russian soldiers were wounded, killed or taken prisoner and what did this lead to?

19. Who seized power in Russia in November 1917 and what was one of his first acts?

20. What was the result of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk?

21. What did Russia’s withdrawal allow the Germans to do?

22. What might the outcome of the war been had Russia withdrawn from the war before the Americans had reached Europe?

23. How was the Second Battle of the Marne similar to the first? 

24. What was the order of surrender by the Central Powers?

25. What happened to Kaiser Wilhelm II?

26. What form of government did Germany adopt in 1918? What is the significance of this?

27. When was Armistice signed?

28. How was World War I a new kind of war?
29. How many soldiers had died and how many injured during the war?

30. How did the war affect civilians?

31. What was the impact on the economies of the European countries as a result of the war?

32. How were the disillusionment, insecurity and despair of war expressed by the people of the world? 

33. Make a prediction on how the peace agreements made at the end of the war will lead to anger and resentment:

Assignment #11, Chapter 13.4 A Flawed Peace Pages 424- 427 

Essential Question:  Were the Versailles Treaties fair? Consider all the nations involved.
1. When and where was the peace conference held?
2. Who were the men that made up the Big Four and which countries did they represent?

3. Why wasn’t Russia at the conference?

4. What was the main purpose of Wilson’s Fourteen Points?

5. Outline the First 5 points:

6. What was the purpose of goals 6-13?

7. What was the guiding idea behind these points and what does it mean?

8. What did the fourteenth point propose?

9. How did Britain and France’s views differ from those of Wilson?

10. Why was France particularly vengeful towards Germany? 

11. What was the main goal of the League of Nations?

12. Why was Russia excluded from the League of Nations?

13. How did the Treaty of Versailles punish Germany?

14. How might the “war guilt” clause bring about another war in Europe?

15. What happened to Germany’s overseas territories?

16. What new countries were created out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire?

17. What new countries were created out of the Ottoman Turk Empire?

18. What new countries were created from lands lost by Russia?

19. Why did the United States reject the Treaty of Versailles?

20. Why did people in Africa and Asia feel cheated by the Treaty?

21. Why were Italy and Japan embittered by the Treaty?

22. Why was the League of Nations in no position to take action on the complaints of its supporting members?

23. Why was the Treaty of Versailles called “a peace built on quicksand”?

