
Purposes for Writing

	Purpose
	Explanation

	Express and reflect
	The writer

· Expresses or reflects on his or her own life and experiences.

· Often looks backward in order to look forward

	Inquire and explore
	The writer

· Wrestles with a question or problem

· Hooks with the problem and lets the reader watch him or her wrestle with it.

	Inform and explain
	The writer

· States a main point and purpose

· Tries to present the information in a surprising way

	Analyze and interpret
	The writer

· Seeks to analyze and interpret phenomena that are difficult to understand or explain

	Take a stand
	The writer

· Seeks to persuade audiences to accept a particular position on a controversial issue

	Evaluate and judge
	The writer

· Focuses on the worth of person, object, idea, or other phenomenon

· Usually specifies the criteria for the object to be seen as good or bad

	Propose a solution
	The writer

· Is calling for action

· Describes the problem, proposes a solution, and provides justification

	Seek common ground
	The writer

· Aims to calm the intensity

· Respects the values of all readers


Summary Verbs

	For Beginners:

	compares

defines

describes
	explains

gives

lists
	presents

shows

tells

	For More Proficient Writers:

	acknowledges

adds

advises

answers

argues

asks

asserts

assures

blames

captures

clarifies

classifies

concludes

confirms

confronts
	confuses

considers

contrasts

critiques

defends

demonstrates

denounces

depicts

discourages

discusses

emphasizes

encourages

endorses

entertains

entices
	enumerates

evaluates

explores

expresses

features

furnishes

identifies

illustrates

implies

informs

invites

judges

mentions

offends
	persuades

praises

predicts

proposes

provides

recognizes

recommends

simplifies

solves

states

suggests

supports

teaches

traces
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